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ON 


( Preached ar the Lectrre in Boſton in New- England the 
18 th day of the 1 Monethk 1674. when two men 
were executed, who had murthercd 


their Maſter, ) 
Wherein is ſhewed 


untimely Death. 


By INCREASE MATHE#R, Teacher 
of a Church of Chriſt. 


— 1160. 


, 
— F 


of the wicked ſhall be ſhortnea, 


Eph. 6. 2, 8. Honour thy Father and thy Mot ber (which & the 5 
Commanament with promiſe) that it may be well with thre, 
and thou may ſt live long on the Earth, 


pæna ad paucos, metus ad omnes. 
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A SERM ON 


T hat exceſſe in wickedneſs dot h brin * 


Prov. 10. 27. The fear of the Lord prolongeth diyes, "but the years} | 
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TO THE READER, 


He enſuing Sermon was, (u #in the rule 
Page expreſied ) Preached upon 4 very ſad & 


'2 


-£ fall to my Lot to attend that ſervice, a whole - 
tel before, and much other buſineſs was upon my hands 
t the ſame Time, neceſſary 10 be done; in whith x 
nothing but what u Plain and Common d te bt ex- 
pectred in this Diſcomſe. Tua and if 1 had had u er ſo 
much time for Preparation, it u my Principle, (and thoſe 


— 
* 


few in the world that know any thing of me, will 175 
that my continued Pradtice i according to that Principle) 
that Plaineſs in delivering the Truths of God, & al- 
wayes to be endeavoured ter; but more eſpecially when 
ſuch amfuli 9caſions are pr eſented, as cauſed the Preach- 


ſolemn occaſion. did not know that it would , , 


ing of this Sermon. Plain food is beſt i a Spe, t gute 


well as in 4 Nataral ſenſe. 

Little did I think of Printing this ſermon when 7 
Preache d itʒ but that God who ſometimes giveth favor 
to thoſe who are not inen of skill hath ſo ordered by bis 
Providence as that many have deſired, that it might 
be thus expoſed to the view of the world; out of reſpef# 
to whoſe Importunity, 7 have tranſcribed for them 4 Co- 
10 of what was ſpoken, and that not onely as 19 the 
things, lt (ſince that was deſired) as nigh as I could 
remember, in the ſame words, which were delivered . 
A 2 
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If 1 may by this Publication beinfiramental ts prevent any 
rim ſinning againſt C & if the kud will bleſs theſe 
poor Meditations for the goed of our ones m 
Eleeſpecialij ſuch 4 areefthe Rifirg Gereration in 
New-England, for wheſe ſakes 1 am moſt willing, net 
onely to Preach, and to write, but 10 ay, if 1 may buy 
thereby Promote their Ccnverſicn axd Salvation) 7 
have then my whele difire, 


The bleſſing of the God of Heaven, ge along with 
hi own Truth. which & the Prayer of 


— ” 
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Boſton, N. E. Thine in Chrift, 
15. of 2 Moneth, 


1675. | 


Increaſe «Mather, 
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2 Eccleſ, 7. 17. 
't 
1 Be not overmuch wicked, ncither be | 


þ thou fookſr), why ſhouldeſt thou dye 


before thy time ? 


Olomon being a man full of wiſdome, was very ob- 
ſervant of the Providences of God, which hapned 
in the place and in the age wherein he lived, He 
oth in this Chapter give us an account of ſome of 
his Obſervations that way, There is one ſpecial Obſervation 
in this Context, viz in the 15 ver ſe of this Chapter, where 
we have the wiſe man ſaying, There iu ajuſt man that 
periſheth in bis Righteouſneſs, and there a Wicked man ts 
prolergeth * life in his Wickedniſs, Now left any ons 
Chould abuſe this doctrine of the juſt mans periſhing 
his righteouſneſs, and the» wicked mans prolonging hi 
life in his wickedneſs, He proceeds to a double exhortation, — 
1. He doth exhorc to beware of errors on the right | 
hand. verſe 16th, where there are two errors on the right 
hand mentioned, 
r. Overmuch Righteouſneſs. Pe not righteous overmuch. 
Not that it is poffible for any man to have more of real 
Goodneſs in him, than be oughe to have: but he may be 
more righteous in his own Conceit, than he hould be; 
and he may be Superſticious, he may adde to the Word of 
God, which is the rule of Righteouſneſs, Men may like- 
wiſe be more ſevere in puniſhing Offenders then the Rule 
doth allow of, the Corinthians did ſometimes erre on that 
hand, and that is to be righteous overmuch. 
2, Overmuch Wiſdome, Meither make thy [elf overWwiſe. 
which muſt be underitogdjas the former Particular, A man 
may 
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derlei hi * to be, - He May be 
wiſe above what is Written, * He may pry into the ſecrets 
of the Almighty and endeavour to trace him whoſe wayes, 
are paſt finding out, and whoſe Footſteps are not known, 
And this Exhortation is urged from the Confideratien of 
the wotull eſſect of this overmuch wiſdome and righte- 
ouſneſs, viz ſelf deſtruction. hi bouldeſt tbos arftroy 
thy ſelf ? As the moth that will venture too neer to the 
light, deſtroyerh it ſelf, ſo they that will be overwiſe, and 
will needs know more than God would have them to know, 
deſtroy themſelves. 
2. The other exhortation is againſt Errors on the Leſt 
v. Draflj Arts hand; of which there are two mentioned in this ver ſe and 
not in e in the words which have been read, in oppoſition to the two 
former ſpoken of in the verſe immediately foregoing, 
— * 1, Be not overmuch Wicked, q. d. though you muſt not 
pv F 55. be righteous over much, yet take heed of erring on the 
other extream, which our nature is moſt prone unto, The 
Hebrew is, 12 Y DN h. e. do net wickedly much, Not 
Neli eſſe ſtal · that the Preacher doth allow of any wickedneſs at all onely 
ws. Hieren. his deſigne is to ſhew the evill of all exceſs iu wickedneſs. 
2. Another error on the left hand is Fooliſhneſs, Nei- 
ther be thon Fooliſh, Heb, 239 Am 78) bh. e. Neither be 
Tamerfi at thou a Fool, becauſe all wickedneſs is folly, and ſinners are 
quando fir ut Fools, as afcerwards we ſhall fhew. And this exhortation 
improbj in ſu- is 1ikewiſe preſſed by an argument taken from the miſerable 
is iceleribus end that ſuch finners come to at laſt, God in his righteous 
wo 4, Providence doth many Times ſo order that they dy before 
ot 2) ns their Time, 1 ly fonldeſt thou dy before t by Time? Itisas 
kc ur jmpr-- if iq were ſaid, Though it de bo that here and there a wicked 
borum brcv's man doth prolong his life in his wickedae(s, yet for any 
& conrat2 one rhence td embolden bimſelf in ſin, is the greateſt fol 
— imaginable, for. uſually it falls out other wiſe, that wicked- 
© nefs doth ſhorten the dayes of thoſe that are guilty of it. 
DoR, The Docteine therefore from the words is, 
That the Providence of God dach oſtentimes ſo diſpoſe as that 
an wntimely death ſpall be the Portion of lum that hath brew 
wikeed opermpch, | 


In 


* 


res - In the Pockrinal handlingof this Truth, Three thing 

es, may be attended. 

. 1, To enquire how any one may be ſaid to dy before 

| of his Time. 

de- 2. What over much wickedneſs that is which is uſually 

roy followed with untimely Death, or when one may be {uid * 

the to be wicked overmuch, 

nd 3. The Reaſons of the Doctrine, why God in his pro- 

w vidence doth often ſo diſpoſe as that an untimely death ſhall 
1 be the Portion of ſuch as have been wicked over much. 

efi Queſt. 1. How can one be ſaid to ay before hi T ime f 

nd Anſw, Not in refþel# of the decree of God, No man 

50 ſhall dy beſore the Time which the Lord hath determined 
| be fulfilled, The Time of every mans Death is appointed, 

* Hence Job ſaith Chap. 14. verſe 14. 4 the dajes of my 

* appointed Time wil ] wait til my change come, and in the 

be gth verſe of that Chapter it is ſaid, Sting his dayes are de- 

termined, the number cf his wenths are with thie, then haſt 


y appointed his bounds that he cannot paſ. Not onely the years g wr Corn 

but the moneths, nay the dayes which every man ſhall live on Kecieſ y. 
are determined by the Lord, ſo as that he ſhall not live a 
day longer, nor dy a 277 than was before appoint- 
ed. But a man may be ſaid to dy beſore his Time, 

I. I reſpect of his en expeft ation» He may dy before 
ever he doth expect Death, Hence ſinrers are ſaid to 
dy ſuddenly. 1 Theſl, 5. 3. hen they foall ſay prace and 
ſafety, then ſmdden deſt rut ien cemerh wpen them as travel” 
won 4 woman . With child and then , net eſcape. Sucden 

eſtt uction cometh upon ſinners, that is, rot onely which 
is in it ſelf ſudden, but as to their expe ct. tion ſo, Thus in 
the Parable concerniup the wicked ſervant, Math. 24. 48, 
49, 10. If that vil ſervant ſhall ſay in his kiart, my Lord 
ac lapeth his coming, and feall begin to ſmite bis fellow-ſtr-" 
wants, the Lord of that ſer vent Hall teme in a day when he 
locketh wot } uf him, and in a» heur that be i not aware of. 80 
goth He dy before his Time wherein ke expected death! 
is come, It is often ſo with them that bave been very wicked 
Ang Yoolifh, wherefore it is ſaid ip the-Parable concerning 
s the 
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pee Mr Cary! 
Io on Job 24. 16. 


the Fool when he thought he bad many yea rs to live] Luke 
12. 20. God ſaid unto him T how Fool this night thy ſoul Ball 
berequired of thee, Hence, 

2. Afinner may be ſaid to dye before bis Time, in reſpett of 
his Preparation for a dying heur. Death may come upon 
him, before he is prepared to encounter with that enemy. 
And chen he dyeth indeed, i» dying he ſpall dy, if death find 
him unprepared; the ſecond death taketh hold on that 
ſoul, The devills ſometimes ſaid co Jeſus Chriſt, Are 
thou come to tor ment us before eur Time, Truly ſuch a foul 

oeth to the Place of Torment before his Time. There 
is many a ſinner that death finds without an Intereſt in 
Jeſus Chriſt, There is ſome (in that he hath not repenced 
of, nay it may be he hath not truly repented of ſo much 
as one (in, and then he is not prepared to dy. It had been 
better for him that he had never been born, than that 
— ſhould dye and go out of the world in that Con- 

tion, 

3. A finner may dy before that Time be fulfilled, which 
according to the ordinary courſe of nature he might have lived, 

And this is eſpecially intended here inthe Text. why 
ſhould thou dye before thy time, Hebr. J'Y NO and 
wot in thy Time, that is to ſay , before that time which ac- 


cording to the ordinary courſe of nature thou mighteſt 


have lived, be expired. Many times the Divine Providence 
deth ſo order as that they who have been wicked over- 
much ſhall not live out that time. Thus concerning the 
world of the ungodly which lived before the flood, Eliphaz 
faith Haſt thow marked the old way which Wickgd men have 
troden, who were ent down ont of time, Job. 22 15, 16, 
According to the ordinary courſe of Nature, they might 
have lived a Long Time, * they were cut down by the 
ſtroke of Death. wicked men never dy before they are 
ri in fin, but they often dy before they are ripe in Na- 
ture, They are caried and chaſed out of the world by 
ſome violent death. 

Sometimes this is brought to paſs by the Lords immedi- 
ate hand. If meg be generally wicked over much, the — 

en 


fends Publick deſtroying Judgments, where: — 
dy before their Time, * fo on the old world, fo on Sodom 
and Gomorrha, in the morning they were well and likely 
to have lived — a tair day, but dead and damned be- 
fore night, Thoſe fore Judgments of Famine, Plague, 
and Sword, come and ſweep away multitudes before their 
time, when a people are become wicked overmuch, ' And 
Particular Judgments do hence come upon Particular per- 
ſons, whereby chey were cut of before their Time, There 
was that wicked Er and his wicked brother On», did 
commit abominable uncleaneſs in the ſight of God, and 
therefore the Lord flew them, that they dyed before their 
Time, ſo Nadab and Albis were wicked overmueh, and 
there went out fire from the Lord and devoured them, 
and chey dyed before the Lord. Corb and his complices 
wickedneſs was among ft them and in their — and 
4. 
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gave up the Gh 
oth caſt into rave 
Scripture is full of "a 
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g ** ngers. The ate 
ain but is the Miniſter of God 
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\ tlg d. ; 
becauſe ofthe rr ed theit Fb Faber be commited. 
aug h ubt but they had been ſome way Acceſſary, in 
u conſcnagg. or approving, or not duly bearing wichefs 
ag chat wiquiry. , 

Smet mes again the Lord in a Judicial way giveth 
up ſuch ſianers to the Power of Satan, and their own 
Corruptions, ſo as wat hey become their own execu- 
tioners, as we fe in Feder, who after he had brought 
dimſe f under the guilt of innocent blood, went to rhe 
haltet to let ont his wretched ſoul, 

But ĩhus much may ſi ffice to de ſpoken, to the firſt en- 
duty, we come to the ſecond thing propounded, Namely, 
What overmnch wickedneſs that is which @ »ſualy followed 
With untim ei death, or when a man may be ſaid to be wicked 
evermuch ? 

Anſw. n hen he deth make himſelf to be more wicked 
thanind e/ ets c. g. When be dortifalſly uccuſe himſelf 
to be guilty of this or that which he was never aQtually 
ER Thereare ſuch woſul foolifh creatures in the 


- world; that 97 in their ſhame, and take à pride in 
5] 1 committed this or that abomination, 


SO ü never did commit. It is juſt with 


* 


ſhould I beforeghyir Time, and that they 

ae” with, as if they were really | puilty theresf, 

- Ns ſe.inth Inllance of that Amalekite, who accuſed him 
having an band in * death. A is 2 be de 


rh 17 Ir, 88555 or t 0, r 
| 27 David (af 
| 75 b be v org” 1 75 . 77297 5 Y 2 ag ainft 
thee ſaying, I have 4 andinttd, © $0 ben any 
poor. — ſha 77 chat be bath out- Mood and fi oth 
aw gy; he 6 170 of Grace, albeit the Holy” Spirit is ſecretly 
him ml, ot that he hath knned againſt the 
8 85 Or | hat bis fin js greater thin the mercy God. 
172 755 after his Apoſtaty dttered ſuch a def. 
pre blaſphemy as that my in (ſaid Ne) ir wh thas 


od, And hus it was with 
N Tad wi 12 « Lale rhan ae 


. 
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Cain, thats a Lye | 
for given. ory wh obſerved that Cains De 1 
blaſphemy, was a greater evil chan his M, * 
he ſhed the innocent blood of his own Re, © And 
indeed deſpair layeth the Foundation for all exceſs in wic- 
kedneſs, ic maketh men to beeome no better chan devils 
incarnate; and cauſeth them to dye before their Tie, 
witneſs Judas who in deſpair hanged Hinifelf, And baute 
not wee in our dayes known or heard of many rufull 
inſtances of that Kind? 

2 Wb 4 mas ſpall become vill of ſuch fiir a1 it of i 

hainows nature, thin be may be (aid tobe Wicked e 

There are Scarlet fins, Crimſon abomihations, wich the 
Heavens bluſh to behold. There are bloody finners, 
whoſe ſouls lye bleeding under Prodigious puil:, even ſuth 
as have been guilcy of evils; chat by the Law of God and 
man are Capital Crimes, theſe are they that have been 
wicked overmocb. to mention onely one or two Crimes 


Gen, 4. 1. 4 orn well reply upo: * 
8, thy e 
ver; for ant 


AMwurther is a great and horrid wickedneſs, and ſo Capita d 


as that whoever bath been guilty of it, may in no caſe 
be pardoned by man, Numb. 35.” 30,31." % Killeth 
any perſon, the murtherer ſhall be put to death, moreover rhey- 
Aa take no ſatizfattion for the lift of « mrtherer whith «' 
Guilty of death, but He foall be ſurtly put to drath. And the 

that — been guilty of this wickedneſ7, ufually ay before their 
Time, according to that ſcripture Pſal. 55, 23. But they 
o G galt bring, them down to dun, 6 ad" 


dectitfaull men ſrould not live Ont half thi dine "YO -» 7a 
is thought by ſome that Cain, (who was firſt murderer 14 


amongſt men) dyed b-fore his Time, The Jews late 
Tradition thac Lamech killed Cain and 2 man that way 
with him hunting in the woods, To il oo ſome under- 
ſtand that place 1855 verſion doth e 

ter pretation) q 
man te my wonnding, and a young may to my bert, , Citi b, dicitur, 
avenged ſeven fold ſurely Lame {rom and ſtves fold, How. 

tvet the providence of 9 dot | 
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ve ee awiy the lives of others by violeriee; 
Wes dy 4 violent and, bloody death. Joab mur- 
ther ad id Aamaſa, and He (though an old man) oe 
before tys Fime, He that had ſhed the blood of others, his 
own blood was ſhed for it at laſt ,, Joaſh conſpired againſt 
Z.chariab and ſtoned him with ſtores, and efterwards, Hir 
o ſor wants Conſfpured againſt bim and ſlew his. 

Many other 1nſlances are recorded inthe Scripture, and in 
humane writings all confirming the Truth of this, Yea God 
from Heaven doch uſually Purſue this fin, with ſpeciafi 24 
Teflimonies of bis Righteous diſpleaſure, Hence the Lord 
hath ſtrange wayes to diſcover this fin, Rather then the 
Adxrderer (hall not be found out, the Heaven Thalf reveal 
his iniquity and the Earth ſhall riſe up againſt him; How 
often have the fawls of Heaven, and the yr crearures of 
the earth brought Murder to Light ? 

The ſtory is ancient and famous concerning Y who 
had murdered his own Father; and ſometime © after the 
ſwallows makiug a noiſe in the chimney as it is the manner 
of choſe birds to doe, His guilty Conſcience was afraid they 
had told of him, whereupon he goeth to kill the ſwallows, 
and being asked the reaſon, why (faith he) the ſwallows doe 
nothing but ſay Beſſwe hath Killed hi Father, Beſſnr bath 
Kikled bis Father, money he was ſulp:&cd, and dpon 
examination confeſſed the fact. 

Ic is alſo ſtoried of a ſouldier belonging to King Pyrrhav, 
that being ſlain, a dog which he had, could by no means be 
enticed trom the dead body, but the King coming by, he 
fawaed upon him as it were craving help at his hands, where- 
upon He cauſed all his army to pals by in order, and when 
the murtherers came the dog flew fiercely upon them. and 
then fawned upon the King, the ſouldiers het cupon exami- 
ned, confeſſed the Martber, and received condigu Puniſh- 
ment, Many ether Inſtances to this Purpoſe I could produce, 
but I for bear, 

Again, Rebellion is a Crime which they that are guilty of, 
are wickes ou, . When Loferiours ſhall wickedly riſe 
up gatalt Superiours. When Subjects ſhall ina way of 

Rebel 
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ee 
ſer over them, ft 
Chriſt ſaith , 44 they tb tal the ſword ſhell i with 
the ſword Math. 26.52. chat is to fay char take up 
ſword in a way of Rebellion againſt Lawfull Authority. That 
Doctor Gamalicl in the ſpeech he made in the Council taketh 


notice of two examples concerning this. Acts. 5. 36; 37. 


Thendas boafting bimſelf to be ſomebody, to whom & nanber 
men , about four hundred joyned themſelves, was flain, and al 
41 many as obeyed bim were ſcattered, and brought to wong br, 
after this man roſe , of Galliler,' and drew away wel 
People after bim , be alſo periſhed, and all even as many u O- 
beyed him were die ſed. So when Ser vants ſhall riſe up in Re- 
dellion againſt their Maſters, it is a wicked thing. where- 
fore even Jezebel could ſay, Had Zimri Prace who flew bis 
Matter 2. Kin. 9. 3 1. After he had ſlain his Maſter had be 
peate in his on Conſcience ? Did he Proſper after that day? 
Did not the hand of God follow him till he himſelf was Iain 
Had Ziuri Peace who flew bis Maſter ? 

So when children ſh ill rebell againſt their Parents, their 
wickedneſs is exceſſively great, And ſuch Children doe uſu- 
ally dy before their Time, witneſs the fifth Commandment 
where it is ſaid, Honour t 2 Aother, that thy 
dayer, way be long the Land which the Lord thy God gionh 


expect that their dayes ſhall not be long, but they Galt 
before their Time, We ſee it in Abſelom, He was 2 
hous Child, and what came of him? was he not 'hariged 
at laſt ? and three darts chruſt through his heart while de 
was yet alive, And T rayellers report that in the ſatne Place 
where Abſolom was buried, there is now a vaſt hezp of fioaes, 
which is come to paſs by this meanes, it is for 
every one chat paſſeth by that Place, ro throw ſtone upon 
Abſolom uſing theſe words, Thur bak it be deu to rhe fon 
that rebels ag 4inſt bi; Father, Thus hall ic be done to the child 
that riſeth up againſt his Parents. 

"oP own eabrigs Tranſgreſſion then he may be 
fad in l. wicked eyrtnch, when be mull commit · the ſaine fin 


Over 


the. Therefore they that break this Commandmenr 2 ; 


often dy before their; Time; | Henee - 
the | 


LF 


Wer ind over again,” Once is toe müch at many Timex a5 + 
overmuth indeed. -Ecrlel, g. 12. Though « funds de evill, an , 
. bundredtimes, Alus there is many a {inner chat hath done 
ſo, He hath made bimſelf drunk an bundred Times, He bath 
been unclean and abominable in the fight of God a» byndred 
Times, He hath lyed againſt his conſcience as bendred Times, 
then he bath been wicked over much. So when 3 vile creature 
ſhall a. fn to fin, as the Propber complaineth ef them. 
Mai, 30. 1, When he ſhall adde new tranſgreſſions to old fins, 
ſins of age to fins of youth, later to former iniquities. What, 
ſaich the Scripture? 1 Pet, 4. 3. the T ime paſt of aur life may 
[»ffi ce wa to baue wrought the will of the gentales, when, we wat 
ted in laſeiviewſneſs, 15 exceſs of Wine, revellings, bangurtings 
&c. Therefore hen a finner ſhall adde new debts to the old 
— it is more thas ſufficeth, that is to ſay, He is Wicked ver- 
much. f 
3. They that art incorrigible ia the wajes of fu, art wie- 
4 Who ſin a —— all — can he ſed to 
reclaim them, There are ſuch finners as do diſpiſe all means, 
they will take no warning. Though God himſelf ſpeaketh 
to them by awful] Providences, taking ſome and ing 
them up before theic eyes, yet they will go on ſtill in their 
treſpaſſes. And though they that are the Lords vicege- 
rents on earth, do eſtahſiſh and execute ſevere and righteous 
Laws, and put fin and ſinners to ſhame, yet they {till conti- 
nuecotranigreſs againſt the Lord, This doth evidence a 
deſperately wicked man. It is ſpoken concerning 4 man 
is beyopd, meaſure wicked, that he doth run pe the, thick, 
i, of the Buckſer of the Almighty Job, (15. 26. What is 
the Buckler of the Almighty? It is the Word of God, 
And. what are the thick Boſſes of chat Buckler ? They are 
the threatnings and ſanctions annexed to that Word. When 
Tok ſhall tranſgreſs in a Land where there are Laws eſſa- 
iſhed and regulated according to the Word oF Gd, and 
thoſe Laws faithfully executed, they run themſelves pon the 
thick Boſſes of te Bachler of the Almighty, and therefoce are 
2 wicked.: And there are that ſin againſt the light” 
ofthe Goſpel ad reprooſs ini. g de Word, Id 


Name of God: ſuch are wicked vb, and have auſete 
fear that they (hall dye before their Time, Wieneſs that awſull 
ſcripture Prov, 29. 1.He that being oftin reproved bar dwuth 
hu neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deftrey'd, and that Weirhout rem. 
And there are that deſpiſe repr oofes, inſir uctions, admont- 
tions, exhortations, privately adminiſtred in Familyes, by 
mailers, patents, ſuch are alſo _ overmuch, and do often 
ay before tbr Tame, Witneſs the ſons of Eli, of home it 
is (aid, they barkned, not to the voice of their Father, becanſe the 
Lord wonld ſlay them 1 Sam, 2. 25, Doth thy Father give 
thee good counſel ? but wilt thou not hat ken to him? This 
is a {ign, that the Lord will ſlay thee, Remember thoſe proud 
and profane young men, ' the ſons of Eli, they regarded not 
what their Father ſaid to them, and therefore they dyed be- 
fore their Time, This comerh of not harkning to the voice 
of a Farher, wn 
5; T hiy that mind nothing but this world and the vaniyes 
an left eau t are wicked eyermuch. Even they that hve 
like Athilts without God in the world. And this laſt Parti 
cular ſuits wich the ſcope of chis en mr .— as they are * 
righteens over, R who under pretence ef Religion neglect yoTR * 
We articular Callings, ſo they are Wicked over who ſold, as 
neglect duties of Religion, out of reſp:&to the world? There m vere ne... 
are that live in a continual neglect of God & of their ownſouls goriis cu, 
and Salvation. Hence ho prayer it may be not fo much as ih ne nimis & 
the Family, no reading of the Scriptures, no Meditation, no — 
ſelf. examination. How do men live as ff there were no world ,., 71 
but . this, as if there were no God to ſerve and they tuad uo merius, & ni 
ſouls to . Certain, all ſuch — +0. rms; ',0.8 —— 
And thus bave wee done with the ſecond thing propaunq 1 Tee 
ded in order to the cleering of the DofFrine defobo us, Mee — 
come to the third Particular, viz, to enquire into the Nea u ab ble 
ſons of this Doctaine, why Geis bis Providence» debt de tete avere. 
ten times ſo diſpoſe 4s that A untimely death ſpall be tht (yontidh — i nimgs, | 
of him t hat hath been wich ed overmuth'? © S een — — Lo- 
* For Anſwer, .we ' ſhall onely mention two Regent, cum. 
eilly, wh wat 
„ The Lord doth this that he may manifeſt l. hy”: Real, 


| «int {n Hebt. 1. 13. He v 47 ors than to 
bebold evil and cannot look on iniquity, that is to ſay wich 

a ppt obation or without deteſtation and indignation againſt 
Gin. The bleſſ:4 Holy God doth bear an infinite dereſtation 
and indignation againſt ſm. Hence he leaveth Mart, of bir 
. diſpleaſure upon the (inner, as God ſer a mark upon Cains 

forehead, { he ſets a mark of diſpltaſure upon notorious 
Trarſgreſlors, Yea ſometimes wah he forgiveth the fin, 
yet he doth viſit with Temporal vengeance, that ſo the world 
may ſee that (in is odious and abominable in the tight of 
God. Hence ſuch ſinnets as the Tex: ſpeaketh of, maſt 
dye before their Time. 

2. That ſoothers may thereby be warned and deterred from 
the Commiſſion of the like evills, Thus it was with Lots 
wife, ſhe dyed before her Time, that ſo others might be 
warned by her example, to beware of becoming guilty of 
the ſame fo. which ſhe was ſo awfully puniſhed for, tbere- 
fore Chriſt ſaid to his diſciples, Luke. 17. 32. Remimber Lots 
wife, meaning ſo remember her, as chat you may for ever 
take heed of doing as ſhe did. She was tur ned into a pillar 
of ſalt, that others might be ſeaſoned thereby and preſerved 
from the like evill. Godis wiſe and wonder full in his Pro- 
vidences, and knowerh how to order the death of two or 
three ſo as tu prevent the deſtrution of many thereby. 
' Henct he bath appointed that Juſtice Rall be excentedin a 
folemn way, upon Capital offenders, that ethers may hear 
and fear; and none may do any more ſ@ wickedly, We find 
the Lord himſelf giveth this Reaſon of this matter. Deut. 13, 
3,9% 11. Thewfhalt not hearken wnto him, neither ſhall thine ye 
pitty bim, neither ſhalt thou ſpare, but thou alt ſurtly Kill 
him; and all Iſrarl all bear and fear and foall dee no more any 
ſuch withrdneſs as this is among you. 

Wee come now to Apply this Doctrine. There are two 
Uſes to be infeſted on, 1. By way of A ruct ion or Infor- 
mation, 2. By way of Exhortation , 

1. By way of /uformatios, Inf. 1. We may ſer by this, 
that fin i the greateff folly in the world, Well might Solomon 
Gy 28 inthe Text, nat be thay fais, For to lin and doe 
1 wickedly. 


PP 


there ſore is Promuled as 


is the graateſt 
Sin is a 


to part with his life for nothing, 
And thus doth a wretched (inner doe. Mens fins are unfruit- 
full works of darkneſs, What Profit had you of thoſe things 
whereof ye are now aſhamed ? Sin is the moſt unprofita 
thing inthe world. It is good for nothing, neither for body, 
nor ſoul, nor name, nor eſtate, but brings death and ruin 
upon all. A man by ſin(eſpecially ſome ſins) looſeth his Name, 
A wound and diſnoneur doth he get, and a reproath that 
that ſhall not be wiped away. And he loſeth his life, and 
that before the Time as the Text ſheweth, yea and without 
repentance will looſe his ſoul for ever. Prov. 8. 36. Hee that 
—— againſt me wrongs by own ſoul, The Impenitent ſinner 

ings ruin upon kis own ſoul, Thereforeſin is folly, and 
and the more ſinfull the more fooliſh. The greateſt Sinners 
are the greateſt Fooles in all tke world. Wherefore it is 
ſaid Eccl 9. 3. The Heart of the.ſcns of men i fall of evill, &- 
wadneſ; i in their Heart while they live, and after that they go 
to the dead, Yea to the Damned | O what horrible madneſs 
is it, for any man, that ſo he may enjoy the pleaſures of fin 
for a ſeaſon, to venture eternall damnation of his precious 
«nd immortall —— Gr 

Infor. 2. It follower , that ſhortneſs 22 


is in ir ſelf a judgment, For it is threatned as a 


of wickedneſs. It is a fruit of fin and of the curſe. I Adam 


had not ſinned there would have been no ſhort lives, none 
of his Poſteriry ſhould have bad their lives ſhortned, And in 
the times of the Reſtitution of all things, when the Curſe 
ſhall be removed, it will not be as at this day. Rev. 21. 4. 
T ber.e ſhall be no mort death, To be ſure there ſhall be no 
more ſuch untimely death as our eyes doe with ſadneſs be- 
hold this day. Look as my in it ſelf a bleſſing, and 

ſuch in che Scripture Pſal/91, 16. 


ſaying 1, and the years of thy life ball be many. and 10, 27, 
T he foo of © the "Lord ngeth dayes. Whatever 
belaver hath done or 


any true 


e 


With long life will I 2 bim, Prov. 4. 10% Receive wy 
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of 1God bd Sewas in the wor Id, Mall come in upon the 
account at the lail and great day, a glorwus reward ot mercy 
hall be given ſor it, chenec is it, ſo great a mercy to tive lang, 
So on the other hand, ſhott liſe is a great judgment, arid is 
oſten threatned as ſueh in the Scripture. Prov. 10. 27. The 
years of the wicked oult be hne. Eccleſ. 8. 13. Neither 
ſhall be prolong bis dayer, Ard it is mentioned as an heavy im» 
precauon. Plal, 10 f. L hw dayer be fews For when 4 
wicked man dyeth (dying in his fins) He is undone for ever. 
when once his body is gene down into tor pit ofthe grave, and 
dus ſoul is gent down wo rhe. pit oſ eternall dat kneſs, He cat 
not hope for the-mercy of God, He cannot bope tor the par- 
don of tus fin, He cancer hope for the falvation of bis ſo ul. 
Therefore ſhore life is in it ſelf a judgment. Onely as to the 
elect of Gd, it is turned into a mercy, As aftiiftions are in 
themſelves evill and fruits ofthe curſe, but to beleivers chey 
become the greateſt bleſſings. So an umimely death is in it 
felf a great evill, but to one that belongs to the election of 
grace, it becometh a wonderfull mercy; for it haſteneth his 
eternall hapineſs and glory. 

Infor, 3. Hence it hikewiſe folloteth that Righteonſucſe is 
the Way to obtain long life. If wickedneſs bring untimely death, 
then Rightronſneſ7 will deliver from death. There is no right» 
teous man, bac ſhall live in this world fo long as. life ſhall 
be good — r 

But ſome one will ſay, do we not ſee that good men dye 
when they are young as well as others ? 

Anſw, Very true, As there. are fome that are 
%% wicked to live „Fo there are others that are tes 
Good to live long, in an evill wretched world as this. 
Jeroboams godly fon, dyed in his youth. Johiah a moſt emi- 
nent ſervant of the Lord, dyed in the middeſt of his dayes. 
Enoch though the beſt man, and the beſt miniſter of God, 
in all the world in bis time, was taken out of the works 
before he had - lived half ſo long as men in thoſe dayes were 
wont to live, but then it would not be good for them to live 
any longer. God is one/y wiſe and fairbfuil, and therefore he 
taketh his ſer vants to himſelf, when he ſeech char life will not 
eee. 84 
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\&chelaſt, And chat he ſhould prolong bu dayes. Iſai. 53.10. 
much above 


| Beſides, a man may live long in a lictle Time, Te is id, rhe 
#bild ſhall dye an bundred years old, ai, 65. 20. T 
child in reſpeRt of years, yet he ſhall have the grace, and 

avity, the wiſdome and knowledge of a man that hath 
ved an hundred s. And indeed that is moſt defiradle, 


lr is in many reſpecte a great mercy to be freed from the pre- gte M- Cor 
vailing infic mityes of old age, and therefore to live ans in — Fpiſtle 
a little time is moſt deſirable, As 1 remember Mr, Cotton beſo | 


in an Epiſtle which he hath Prefixed to one of Mr, Nortons 


that it was bs conflant dere ect ation and expreſſion, that 
he might live long in 4 little Time, and the Lord granted him 
the delire of his heart therein. Some live longer in ſeven 
years, then others doe in ten times ſeven years. They doe 
more for God and more for his People in ſeven years then 
others do in twenty, forty, threeſcore, or in ſour ſcore years, 
Moreover, that promiſe of long life will be fulfilled to the 
righteous in the life to come, As indeed all promiſes (and 
the cat wings too) are fully accompliſhed in the world to come. 
There the righteous ſhall {ve for ever, In was promiſed to 
to Chriſt, that he ſhould be ſatisfied wich long lite. Pſal. 91. 


Yer we know that Chriſt was not in this world 

two and thirty years. How then did he prolong buy dees 
In the other world his «jt; are prolonged to ct unity, accor- 
ding to the Scripture Pſal. 21, 4. He ad bife of ther, and 
thou gaveft it bim, length of dapes for ever ever, | 

Ule. 2. Let it bea werd of Exbertaties 1, Here is"s 
generall word of exhortation. 2. More Particular, 

1. Let a all be exhorted to make 4 right Improvement of 
ſuch awfull Providences as the Text ſpeaks of, There is ſuch 
a Provideace before us this day, which bath occaſioned me 
to ſpeak from theſe words at this Time. For truly L thiak 
God would not have us ſuffer ſuch folemn awful! Pro ti ences 
as theſe to paſs away without taking ſpell notice of chem, 
and making ſome good Improvement chatgof | | 

You will ſay, J. what w/e ben, W. of i awful 

C2 Anſw 


Providence# 


re Mr 


Bookes, taketh notice if it, with reference to Dr. Prefos, — 


ane 


— 


15 


— — * — * 


Anſw. Ir ſhould cauſe ws bumbly to reit won our own 
vile natures. Have we been kept from the like evills that others 
have been guilty of? No thanks to our own hearts, for wer 
have the ſame nature that they have, and if God had given 
us up to our own hearts luſts, wee ſhould have been as bad 
as they, or as any of the children of men, that ever were in 
the world, Wherefore the Apoſtle in the third Chapter to 
the Romanes, diſcourſing of the ſtate of men by nature, 
ſaith Their feet are ſwift to ſhed blood v. 15. Why, 1s every natu- 
ral man a Aurderer , Truly, he bath a Afwrderers heart with- 
in him, and he would quickly ſhed blood, He would actually 
commit Marder, if God did not reſtrain him, How ſhould 
this thought humble us, and make us vile in our own eyes ? 


dir Bradford. ag I Remember it is noted conceraing that bleſſed Martyr, 


that if he did hear of any that were condemned or accuſed on 
the account of Witchcraft, Murder, Robberies or any other 
Impiety, He would ſmite upon his breaſt and ſay, In this 
breaſt of mine, i that which wonld have canſed mee, to have been 
geilty of the ſame evil, if the Grace of God bad not prevented 
wee. And it is recorded of one of the Ay cients, that he was 
never told of any great wickedneſs committed by others, but 
ic did him ſome it made him the more diſtt uſtfull of his 
own Heart, Hee would ſay Ie beri, tw bodie, e cr as, Hee 
committed that fin yeſterday,thou diddeſt commit the ſame fin 
to day, and 1 ſhall commit it to morrow-if the Grace of 
God do not reſtrain and prevent mee. 

2. Another Uſe which we ſhould make of this Awfull 
Providence is. To conſider ſadly Whether there be not ſome pre- 
wailing evill, that the Lord doth hereby rebuks and ſith to hunt- 
ble u for : I fear there is ſuch an evill, I mean with reſpeX 
to thoſe wofull breaches of the fifth Commandment which are 
to be found amongſt us. This is a prevailing evill, wee may 
ſee it every where. How do Inferiors riſe up againſt Su 
riors ? Look into the Commonwealth, and wee ſhall 
that Magiſtrates are not-honoured and acknowledged in 
their places as eught ro be, Look into Churches, and how 
do ſame carry is there, as if that Scripture were Apicryphe 
even that Scripture Heb, 13. 17, whereitis ſaid Obey them 


k 1 has 
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and their maſters contrary 
to the p/th Commandment ? Look into Families, and O whar 
diſobedient Children? O what unruly ſer vants may we find 
there? Nay, Look into the ſtreets, and there we may 
obſerve (1 have ſ mes beheld it not al without 
| 22 

that in 


cif and ſhame) the child behaving himſelf proud 
the Antient, and the baſe againſt the Honourable: 
this reſpect New-England is in a great meaſure become de- 
generate from the good manners of the Chriſt ian wor 4d. 
If there be apy prevailing iniquity in New-England this is it. 4 
And therefore no marvel! that ſuck an awfull Providence dot 
come to rebuke and humble us, that ſervants. have con- 
tyres together to Kill their Maſter, There bath been no 
done or ſcen in our Iſrael before naw, And mark - 
what I ſay, If ever Ni- England be deſtroyed, this very fin 
of Aua to the fifth Commandment will be the ruine of 
this Land. | 
3. Another Uſe wee ſhould make of this Providerce, is 
to beware of thoſe ſins which ds often times end in untimely death. 
Pride is one of thoſe fins. Corah was a Proud e could 
not bear to be ſubject᷑ to that order neither in Church not 
Commonwealth, which God had appointed, and Hee dyed 2 
the common death of all men. Haman was exceeding proud 
* and his pride brought him to the Con: ae 
laſt. But what need wee goe far tor examples ? One of theſe 
r condemned Creatures that is here ſtanding before the 
ord this day, ſaith that he thinks his pride hath heen big 
ruine, 1 asked him the other day in the priſon, whar fin 
it was that he thought in his Conſcience God was provoked 
with him for, ſo as to leave him to that which hath broughe 5 
him under this condemnation He told me, he thought is 
was for his Pride, For be thought much of it that ſuch an eng 
4s He ſhould bag ſervant, aud be ſometimes uſed ſuch wards as 
theſe, I am ſich and blood as well as wy Maſter and therefore 
J hnow no reaſon Ne ſoould net obey . e aa 
Jobe bp, . Jus 4 be fox, end nom we th wks bly poce 


- 


PEE. 


brought Wm unte therefore bewat#'of hat : 
And LAlcurſi N a-fin that doth bring many to a iiferable end 
it laſt. It was one of thoſe fins cauſed © thouſands in 
Sodom and Gomorrah to dy before their Time ina dreadfull 
manner, As for one of theſe poor condernned Creatures 
Jdleneſs hath been his bane, He would not diligently fol- 
low the calling which he was ſer in, but lived ah va- 
grant lite, and bat is he now come to? Therefore beware 
of that ſin, | 

And Diſebetdience to Parenttis a fin that is oſten puniſhed 
with untimely death. (as was partly intimated before.) One 
of rheſe chat are to be e,,“ this day, ' doth confeſs that 
Mis diſobedience” to his Parents hath provoked” the Lord, to 
_ this miſery upon him, He ſaith that when he was a 
Child his Father gave him good Inſtructions and prayed for 
kim, but he regarded ic not, His Farber would have had 
him gone to $choo!, but he would not. His Farber would 
have had him gone to a Trade but he would not, And after 
his Father was dead, he would not be ſubject to thoſe that 
had rhe care and charge of him, but ran away from chem, 
and ſince that from time to time hath run away from them 
that have beer! his Maſters. And now behold what all this 
diſobedience hath brought him unto. All you diſebedient 
Childres that are here before the Lord this day, hearken to 
the Word of the Lord. There is a Scripture which methinky 
ſhould ſtrike Terror and ike meh into your Souls, It is 


that Prov. 30. 17, The qe that mocketh bis Father and diſpi- 
feth to obey bis Mother, the ravens of the valley Ball pick it out, 
and thryoung eagles eat it, The eye that mockerd his Father. 
Stubbor᷑ nes and contempt is to be ſeen in the eye, therefore 
the meaning is, that be that is ſtubborn and rebellious againſt 
kis Father, ſhall be ſo dealt with, Well, a Father hath man 

times that Wiſdome and Authority with him, that the chil 

date not diſobey. tim, but he careth not for his Mother; 
Therelore ic is added, He chat deſpiſerh to obty bis Adothey. 
You Children chat diſobey your Mothers bearken to this; 
The ravens are like to feed upon you, that is to ſay ſuch ſin- 
beg tha! come $0'40 uacimely deazh, 680 x ina be nor wave 


a deten horenrableburiall, It is to be feared thad ſuch children 
will come re the Gallo ws, and be hanged up in Gibbers lor 
the ravens and eagles to fred upon them if they will. And it is 
rea ly do be obſer ved, that the moſt of thoſe that dy upon 
Ge Gallows, do confeſs that they have been guilty of diſa - 
bedicnce to Parents, Yea God is ſo provoked with (uch 
wicked childc en, as that he doch ſomerimes leave them againſt 
nature to 4eiiroy themſelves as « juſt Pamſhment of unna- 5 
tur all TO nb was an awſull example of this, TI 
which hapned in y about fifteen years * [ * 
was not my ſelf in this. Land at that time, but I have an 
accoum of it from choſe ihat knew it, A/yonogaan drwaed , 
himfelf, bat before he did that, he left: 8 Wraps; | bt 
his Father, bet ein he had ſuch words as theſe, O0 Father, enn 
I have kept my ſoul as long a. wer , can; My ruine was, the Harford im * 
pride and fue of wytender years, which ſhould have lern Conectict- 
fercht out with har peorvetbion, and chi canmſel | and company he 
hath been nn vndoiny, Bae a young bratber that {ollows wy 
Arp, bt is gong the wide way to deftruttion , I beſeech yow ta 
pains with, bis & correct bim as well aw counſel bim he may, 
wet be nndong ſoul and body a» well I. Words to this pur» 
poſe, did that periſhing young man (though the ſon of a. 
Godly Farher} write when he was going into eternity. You, 
diſebedient chitdres think of it, and the Lord fitike it home 
to your Hearts. 1 
Drushenneſs alſo, is a fin, that often brings thoſe that are 
ity of it to a miſerable end ar laſt. A vile creature, it may 
Fo whe hcl drank; He will 1 and drown himſelf, en.: 
his ſon! goe down into eternal! darkneſs in that condition, , 
or he will commit forme horrid fin, for which the ſword. of - | 
Juſtice will Cut him off, When heis drunk He will commit 
Adultery, or a Rape it may be. Alaſs we bear that ſuch a vi- 
lany hath been Commnyed of late, in a Hantation not far «& 
Or in his drink Hee'le Kill a man, and ſo he before hi Time... 
Therefore beware of that (in. | * 
And Covetowwneſ? is a hn, which —— dringt W 
timely death, It did fo upon Achan, The Love of money i 
i the root of all evilþ This bat occaſioned many a blond 
yea 


1. 


$ee Clarks ynnatural Aferchey; the Nory is ſumouſiy known of « man 
Frampies ti in Ceravell, that his ſon 'been many years abſent 
2d. vol. p.458 
dee allo the from him and coming bome with a Portmant ue full of ſilyer 
ſame tory K and Gold, and his Parents not knowing who he was, for 
> another like the ſake of his money conſpire together, and in the night 
toir in p. , time cut his throat, and in the next morning when « 
2 gew it was their ownſon «whom they had. Afurcbered, 
| Theater of they did in anguiſh and horror, both of them deſtroy them- 
Jodgmentz. ſrlves. 
* 71,73 And there is a Tragical flory lately printed, of a profane 
young man, that Killed bis own Mother that bare him, out 
viz. Henry of hopes chat woen fur was dead, He ſhould enjoy her ellate. 
. = For which he was put to s moſt dreadfull Death, weights of 
iron and ſtone were layed upon him for two dayes toget her, 
Se until his life and ſoul were preſſed out of his body. This 
11. 1. extcution was was done juſt about four years agoe. Ther: 
3 fore take heed and beware of Covetoul; 
8 \ Alſo take heed of giving way to paſſions, revenge, an 
= and the like; Theſe two condemned creatures, their ma 
correRted them, and as they thought dealt hardly wich them, 
and therefore in wicked paſſion, wrath, and rage they would 
take an axe and knock bim in the head, for which now they 


m . 


peo — and ſullen A. 
* * for that 2 ſome to d e before their Time. 
There is a lamentable tory lately Publi of a woman that 
viz M in pangs of — diſcontent went to diſtroy her ſelf 
ſeyeraſ times, but was by the Providence of God prevented, 
- "was cxecured hut afterwards giving way to thoſe Temptations, and not 
| 112 humbling — on the account of former miſcariages, 
7 * — her hands in the blood of ber own Child, for 
1669 » the which ſhe was aſterwards executed, near to the place 
where ſhe had committed that unnatut al Cruelty and Aar- 
tber. Therefore let us beware of giving way to the Gf, 
pered workings of our own ſpirjes, 
But thus for che word of General Exhertation. , 
. Let me mote particularly exhort, thoſe that have bees. 
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and p*ovocations before the Lord, o R-pent and tun to 

God in Pe Chrift, Return Return O ſinners return 

return. Stop finners | ſtop, goe no further , if you love 

your lives goe no further, why ould you dye before your 

Time It may be Repentance may ſave your Lives. There 

have been ſome that have been guilty of Capital Crimes, 

yet when they have repented and turned to God in 

Jeſus Chriſt, He hath covered their fins, that the world 

hath never known of them. However if there be true Re- 

pentarce, the lives of your ſouls ſhall be ſaved. In ſome 

caſes Repentance cannot prevent the firſt death, but it will 

alwayes ( if ſound and ſincere) prevent the ſecond death, 

On! then Turn to God in Jeſus Chriſt, e 
ard 1 would apply this more Particularly unto theſe ni he 

poor Guilty Condemned Creatures, who are ſtanding in ws horn in 

the ſolemn Preſence of the Lord, — whoſe naked 4— — 5 of 

muſt by and by appear before the Lord the Judge . | 

to receive a Sentence either of eternal Life, or of eternal 2 33 

Death, Hearken you to the word of) the Lord this once, n barw im 

I beſeech you mind what I ſay, becauſe you are now come — Pw” 

unto your laſt hour, It may be there are many here this day, [: ©» 

that this is the laſt Sermon, that ever they ſhall hear, but Cet 

as for you the thing is Certain, you ſhall never hear ano- | 

ther Sermon, and therefore let theſe words fink dowi into | 

your Ears and Hearts, "v3 
A few Conſiderations and Direftions let me ſpread be- 

fore you, 
Conſider, 1. That you have been wicked overmuch, The fin 

which you are now to dye for is exceeding great, even 

Marder. The Seripture ſaith that wo Murdtrer bath eternal 

life. And there is another Scripture that ſaith, that Mar- 

derers ſhall haut their Part in that Lake which burns with 

fire and brimſ int which = the ſecond Death, And no doubt 

you have been guilty of many other Greivous ſins, 

which have provoked the Lord to leave you unto the Com- 

miſſion of this horrid Afwrther, This Murther allo is 

exceedingly aggravated in reſpe& of the perſon whom you! 

have ſlein, even your AdCafter. O;how have you riſen up in 
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Rebellion ; the glorious * of God, not oneſy in 
that you have ſhed the blood of a man, who was made 
after the Image of God, bur ſuch a man as had peculiar 
Dominion over you, in that reſpect you have offered fear- 
full violence to the ſacred Image of the bleſſed God, So 
that you have tranſgreſt che fifth and fixth Commandments 
at orice in the higheſt degree that you could doe. And 
ſince your Apprehenſion, yea Conviction and Condem- 
nation you have told many lies (at leaſt one of you, it is 
to be feared both of you) againit your Conſcience, 

2. Conſider that wow you muſt dye before your Time. 
eſpecially one of you, a poor young creature that hath 
hardly lived twenty years in this world, and muſt this day 
be turned out of it, Yea both of you «y before your Time. 
you might according to the ordinary courſe of nature have 
lived many a year. You muſt be cut off by a violent and 
dreadtull death, For indeed the anger of the Lord would 
fall upon this whole Country where your fin hath been 
committed, if you ſhould be ſuſſer ed to live, 

3. Conſider, That there is yet 4 poſſibility for you to ef- 
cape the ſecond death, Though your ſin be very great, yet 
God can pardon it. I remember a paſſage concerning a 
poor creature that was condemned to dye for wickedneſs 
be had been guilty of (I the rather mention it becauſe he 
was Country man to one of you) but When he was in 
Priſon gave good Hopes of his untaigned Repentance, and 
wherwhe came to the place of execution, He had this ex- 
preſiion, O God « agreat forgiver, God xs 4 great forgiver, 
ſolſay to you in his Name, the Lord « a great Forgyver, It 
is his Name to forgive iniquity Tranſgreflion and fin, 
Yea and He hath, (upon deep and unfaigned Repentance ) 
forgiven thoſe that have committed this ſin which you are 
now to ſuffer for, Manaſſeh ſhed much innocent blood, 
yet when he humbled. himfelt greatly, the Lord was en- 
treated for him, I here are ſome in Heaven that were once 
Bloody finners, David was delivered from Blood gniltineſs, 
Upon his Repentance it was ſaid to him, The Lord hath 
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t iway thy fin the ſhalt not dye, As to the ſirond death 
fry Ly And Saul ( afterwards Paul) had orce 
the guilt of blood upon him, And theretore he made 
his Confeſſion betore the Lord, Saying, Lord; u den the 
lied of tiy Martyr Steven was ed, I alſo Was Panxding 
by and Conſemting to his death, Yet when he did repeic 
and Turn to God in Jeſus Chriſt, God forgave him tis I ni- 

uity, Know therefore, that there is Mercy enough wi:h 

d to Pardon and Save as gr eat ſinners as you are, 

And know, that Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, Came 
to Save the =_ of ſinners, I here is Merit and Righ- 
teouſneſs enough in Jeſus Chriſt, Hee was bruiſed for 
our Iniquityes , and wounded for our Tranſgteſſions. The 
wounds of Chriſt can make amends for thoſe wounds 
which you gave your Maſter, when you flew him. The 
Blood of Chriſt can ſatisſſe for the blood which you have 
ſhed. Jeſus doth deliver from wrath to come. And he doth 
not exclude you from ſalvation by him, if you doe not by 
Impenitency & Unbeliet exclude your ſelves, Neither can the 
death you ſuffer hinder the Salvation of your ſouls, in caſe 
you truly repent and believe. Jeſus Chriſt bath been made 
a Curſe, that ſo he 2 2 redeem from the Curſe of the Law. 
Vea Hee (the bleſſed fon of God) was hanged upon à Tree, 
though Hee never knew = fin, only for the ſins of his peo- 
ple; and therefore he hath ſanRified all maher of deaths unto 
thoſe that ſhall beleive on Him, Oh Confider of it and let it 
break your Hearts. | 

4- Conſider Preſently it will be too late for you to think of 
theſe things, when once you are dead, when once your ſouls 
are out of your bodyes, it will be too late for you to think of 
theſe matters. There is no Repenting in the Grave, there is no 
Believing in Hell. Behold v is your accepted Time, now is 
the hour of your Salvation. If you doe not Now accept of 
Jeſas Chriſt upon his own Terms, you will be undone, and 
damned to allEternicy. pay 4-2 

By way = Dire#icy 14 two or three words; ; 

1, Doe what you can that God may have glory by you, thet fits 
the Time that you have to io. Therfor fe 2.355 hed, 
2 warn 


warn others, (eſpecially yourg ones) to take Heed of theſe 
evils wich your Conſciences tell you, have mide way for your 
deſtt ucton. And ſee that you be ſincere and ingenuous in 
mik ng confeſti»n of your fin, The Scripture faith; 
we conſis our fins mat is wich a penitent broken heart, defi» 
tous never more to com mit them, God i faithful to forgive 
them. And again, pre that Confeſſeth and forſaketh hall find 
mercy, but he that hideth his fin ſhall not proſper. I charge you 
in the Name of God, as you will anſwer it by and by before 
his Judgments ſeat, that you doe not deny or diſowne what 
you know1s Truth. And I urge this the rather, becauſe you 
have not been ſo ingenuous in conſe ſſing your eviil, as God 
and men have expected from you. You accuſe and impeach 
one another, The one of you (ich, that the other Killed his 
Maſter, and you only ſtood by and did not ſtrike one blow, & 
ſo doth the other ſay. You aceuſe him and he accuſeth you. 
But deceive not your ſelves, if you deny what you know is 
Truth, though God be molt mercifnll, yet God that made you 
will not have mercy on you; and though Chr id be a Saviour 
for great ſinners, Hee then will not ſave you, The devill hath 
brought your bodyes to ruin and now his great deſign is to 
deſtroy your ſouls, Hee knoweth if he can Perſwade you not 
to give glory to God by Confeſſing, he ſhall have your ſouls 
for ever, I tell you truly if you now diſown the Truth, when 
once your ſouls are out of your bodyes, they ſhall ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternall fire. 

2. Lock upto Godin feſwa Cbriſt, that he would give you 
Repentance and Faith untfaigned, You cannot convert your 
ſelves, but God can doe it, therefore look up to him for that 
end, and cry mightily to him, as for your lives, If the Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould ſay to you (chey may nor, they dare not ſay ſo, 
b+c:uſe then the diſpleaſure of God would come upon them 
& upon this People) that if you would cry earneſilv for your 
ves. j ou ſhou'd have them, O how earneſt would you be? Be- 
hold, the God of Gods faith to you this day, (and in his name 
I prog'+'m ir) that if you ſeek unto him with all your Hearts, 
it is p ſſible ti a7 the ſentence of eternall death which is upon 
your ſouls may be rcyoked O then pray for the lives * 
4 ouls, 
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fouls. I Remember it is ſtoried of a poor woman that being 
Condemned to dye, as ſoon as the ſentence was paſ}, ſhe fell a 
crying and ſhriking in a lamentable manner, the Judge rebuked | 
her, and bad her hold her peace, but ſhe replyed O my lord it i | 
for my life, it & for my life. Sol ſay to you, O cry to the Lord 
tor Grace and for pardoning mercy, It is for the lives os your 
ſouls, yea it is for the lives of your Souls, "EP 
And further to awaken hereunto, 

3. Think ſadly of eternity O Eternity Eternity ! It is an am- 
zing 2 There was a man that ſaid, 7f 7 were to en- _— ; 
dure the wrath of God for a thouſand yrars onely, methinks Fun Sermons 
ceuld bear it, but when I think of Eternity [ am amazed, | beſeech ofthe Ateri 
you think ſeriouſly of this, I might charge you, and 1 doe ſo in but p 166. 
the Name of God, but I alſo beſerch h. Though you are poor, 
vile, condemned creatures, yet as I ſaid to you in the Priſon, ſo 
I ſay in this ſolema Au ſience. I could be content to ly down at 
your feet, upon Condition I might be Inſtrumental] of Good 
to your Souls, ſo greatly doe | defire (God is witneſs) your 
Salvation, Theretore / pray you, for the Lords ſake, I pra 
for your immor tall * LOSS you would lay tele thizes 
to Hearr, and we will once more cry unto the Lord, thar 
would have Mercy and Compaſſion upon thoſe Precious and . 
Immortal Souls of yours, 


Tibi Domine, 


: 
Errata 7 
P.s. 15. for were reid are, . 
I. 19. r alledging read alluding. , : 
] 11. for hey read thence. % 


1. 22. for x10. read 101. 
P. Iz. I. 1. for Hebr read Hb. 
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